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Commandants Message 

From the Adjutantõs Desk 

    A nother successful 

year for our Marine 

Corps League!  As 2015 

rolls in I want to wish 

everyone a Happy New 

Year. 

   Our Toys For Tots pro-

gram was a success as 

we expected.  Many 

thanks to our coordinator John Bynes for 

his dedication seeing this program 

through to the end.  We worked with the 

Salvation Army again this year and 

served over 300 families.  

   The Cornish Christmas event was also a 

success.  Several of us braved the ele-

ments starting on Friday Nov. 27th. This 

was an especially productive day due to 

the warm weather, no rain and it being 

the day after Thanksgiving.  We stood out 

on the street for three hours promoting 

Toys For Tots and gave away rose -pens 

for donations.  KNCO was very good to us 

this year with radio time and they even 

let us share their booth for this event.   

     We were looking forward to the Dona-

tion day parade on Dec. 19th but got 

rained out.  The kids however had a good 

time collecting food and donations and 

had their event indoors.  Weõll be there 

and ready for them next year!  

This year Iõm going to be asking for your 

help promoting the League to try for 

more membership.  There has to be 

young men and women Marines out 

there wanting to join an established or-

ganization like ours.  We simply need to 

identify these individuals and get them 

on board.  I spoke with our local Marine 

recruiter a couple of weeks ago, he may 

be a good place to start since heõs young 

himself and has contact with Marines 

(Continued on page 2) 

Marines,  

  Our coffers are rapidly 

dwindling. The current 

situation is that we do not 

have enough in our Gen-

eral Fund to undertake a 

big fund raiser like a Casi-

no Night or much else for 

that matter. We are in des-

perate need of some kind of fundraiser 

that will rebuild our account. We just took 

part in Cornish Christmas where we re-

ceived some donations for òRose Pensó but 

that was rather small compared to our 

needs.  Remember that the funds we raise 

are budgeted for those charities like 

òFisher Houseó, òWounded Warrioró, and 

òWelcome Home Vetsó. The old adage, òIt 

takes money to make moneyó is very true 

in our case.  

The most important part of our Detach-

ment is our Membership. We have 48 

members; five are Associate, 23 are Regu-

lar and 21 are Life Members. The average 

age of all current Members is a couple 

months over 73. This means that over half 

of our Members have retired.   Five mem

(Continued on page 3) 
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To All,  

The Holidays bring the conclusion of 

the 2014 Toys for Tots campaign.  Be-

ing my first assignment as coordina-

tor meant sailing into uncharted wa-

ters, but having been a volunteer with 

the program for many years took the 

sting out of the learning curve. I was fortunate to work 

with many dedicated volunteers from the Salvation Ar-

my, both here in Grass Valley and Auburn, and the lo-

cal Sheriffõs Department. Special Thanks to Dana De-

Mello and Byers Leafguard who promoted our first pub-

lic Toy Drive in Grass Valley with a huge success.   

   The highlight of this year was a request from the Sen-

ior Living Center in Grass Valley to host a toy collection 

box. A 100 yr. old Marine resident asked the facility to 

participate in Toys for Tots. Turned out, this man, Wil-

bur Lyon, was one of the Marine Reservist involved in 

the first toy collection in 1947, the year before the Ma-

rine Corps adopted Toys for Tots officially. What a priv-

i lege and an honor  to meet  this man.  

   Many thanks go out to Dan Baldwin, my executive 

officer and henchman. Also to Angela Brodeur, who 

hashed out all problems updating our websites, her 

coming and going into and out of the Corps.  He and 

several young recruits did help us with Toys for Tots, 

they never got tired either (Iõve forgotten what itõs like 

to be young).  In any case Iõm going to follow up with 

him, invite him to our meetings and see if we can get 

the ball rolling with his help.  

Thereõs not a whole lot on the agenda for January but 

weõll hash it out at the meeting on Monday, January 

5th.  It would be a good time to bring a guest.  

See you all there.  

 

Until we meet again, Semper Fidelis.  

                                  

     Jim Brodeur  

     Commandant  

 

(Commandants Message continued from page 1) 
 

Please send interesting articles to Jim Brodeur  

13288 Devin Ln., Grass Valley, Ca. 95949  

email: jbrodeur@theunion.net   

Phone: (530) 477-5120 Cell phone (530) 205 -5144 

Do check out our updated 885 Detachment Web page:  

"http://www.mcl885.org"   

Our Quartermaster  

work was invaluable. Final thanks to all the volun-

teers from the Marine Corps League and our Commu-

nity.  

     John Bynes  

Sr. Vice commandant & Toys For Tots Coordinator 

 Pictured ñJohn Bynes with Wilbur Lyon
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(Adjutants Message continued from page 1) 

 

bers are living outside the immediate area so we have about 40+ members that can participate in the Detach-

mentõs activities. Yet almost every meeting that I have attended has averaged only 10-15 members. Of that num-

ber there are, at best, half that take part in the Detachment projects or programs.  

I know that there some of you that have physical limitations that make it almost impossible to do ògruntó work. 

But I also know that some of those that have those limitations have great minds that have ideas that could be 

put to use by those that can do the òheavy liftingó. Fellow Marines we all have those qualities of working together 

that we learned when we served. Help us put them to use and become an asset to this community that we call 

home. If you need help in getting to the meetings, let me know and I will do what I can to help. I welcome your 

ideas and encourage your participation.  

   One last item, the latest E -waste recycle program was scheduled for Saturday January 3rd but had to be post-

poned.   I will let you all know when it will be back on as soon as I have a firm date.  

Gary Miller ñ Adjutant/Paymaster Detachment #885  

Wanted: Top loader wash-

er and electric dryer, work-

ing or not.  I also want old 

computers to refurbish.  

For Sale/Wanted 

News article from òThe Unionó with John Bynes and Wilber Lyon. 
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Upcoming Events 
мулл ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀǎǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ±ŜǘΩǎ IŀƭƭΦ .Ŝ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ 

friend! 

Jan 1 ñHappy New Year!  

Jan 5 ñRegular Meeting  

Bring a friend 

 

  

 

Marine Corps League 

578 Sutton Way, PMB #375 

Gold Country Detachment #885 

Other News 
LΩƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ  ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ 

liking it the more I use it so please send me your articles to 

fill in the blank spaces.  Make them interesting but short.  I 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢Ǌȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 

relevant to the MCL if possible or just plain funny is good 

too.  Also, if you have something for sale or have a service 

ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛǘΦ 

  

Thanks, 

Jim Brodeur 


